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On 22 January 2024, Prime Minister Narendra Mody will inaugurate the
Ram temple at Ayodhya, an event that Champat Rai Bansal. the yeneral
secretary of the Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra, has declared is as
important as 1S August 1947 As the nation prepares to celebrate, however
it is important to reflect on the land grabs that enabled the creation of
this vast temple complex: both the violent capture of a five centuries

old mosque, for political gains, and the smaller setzures, for econone
guins, subsidised by the devotees of Ram. Ransal, who was indicted

by the Liberhan commission for his role in the first, has been at the
Sorefront of the second, leading efforts by the RITK to acquire additional
land. Several land deals involving the RITK had a common pattern
instead of acquiring the land directly from its owners, (€ went through
intermediaries, who would first purchase the land at the market price and
then immediately sell it to the RJTK at an exorbitant markup. Through
this process, a number of local notables--most of them Brahmins with
links to the ruling BJP -made crores of rupees in profits.
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Land Lords

The windfall gains made
in the name of the Ram temple

SAGAR

On 22 January 2024, Prime Minister Narendra Mody will inaugurate the
Ram temple at Ayodhya, an event that Champat Rai Bansal. the yeneral
secretary of the Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra, has declared is as
important as 1S August 1947 As the nation prepares to celebrate, however
it is important to reflect on the land grabs that enabled the creation of
this vast temple complex: both the violent capture of a five centuries

old mosque, for political gains, and the smaller setzures, for econone
guins, subsidised by the devotees of Ram. Ransal, who was indicted

by the Liberhan commission for his role in the first, has been at the
Sorefront of the second, leading efforts by the RITK to acquire additional
land. Several land deals involving the RITK had a common pattern
instead of acquiring the land directly from its owners, (€ went through
intermediaries, who would first purchase the land at the market price and
then immediately sell it to the RJTK at an exorbitant markup. Through
this process, a number of local notables--most of them Brahmins with
links to the ruling BJP -made crores of rupees in profits.
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