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On the Defensive

How the military fell in line
with Modi’s political project

SUSHANT SINGH

Overwhelmingly, Indians trust the armed forces and believe that
respect for the military is a sign of their Indianness. In the Modi
years, there has been a great politicisation of the armed forces,
and the BJP's even more hawkish line has found resonance among
India’s citizens. Operational failure, human-rights violations,
sexual abuse and corruption continue to be overlooked or blamed
on a few rotten apples, absolving the institution of any systemic
responsibility—even when the violations are plain to see. In
December last year, the army tortured 25 men from the Gujjar and
Bakkerwal communities in Jammu and Kashmir’s restive Poonch
region. Three men died—including an informer for the Intelligence
Bureau—in what seemed to be a coordinated operation by the army
to hide its failures in a recent militant attack. The Caravan found
glaring irregularities in the first-information report and post-
mortems in the case, and that the army had given the aggrieved
families blood money in a bid to avoid prosccution.
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